. Points

Full-length
radiographs can
now be obtained
using one single
exposure

These are
extremely useful
for assessing
curvature
abnormalities in
the spine and
lower limbs

Full-Length Radiographs
= Dr. G. R. Jankharia

Full-length radiographs particularly of the spine
and lower extremity are very useful for scoliosis,
kyphosis of the spine, limb-length discrepancy as
well as alignment of the bones of the lower
extremity, e.g. varus and valgus deformities.

For the spine, radiographs are taken in the
standing position using a special cassette holder.
After the exposure, the images are stitched on
the computer and one entire image of the spine
from C1to the sacro-iliac joints is obtained. There
is only one exposure.

Following points are noted:
1. Spineisstraight orthereis lateral curvature.

2. Scoliosis of less than 10° is considered
insignificant.

3. Apex of the scoliotic curve is noted and the
apical vertebra is analyzed for any wedging,
fusion, rotation etc.

4. The angle of scoliosis is measured by Cobb's
method and angle more than 207 is followed

up.

5. Primary or secondary curve is judged by
scannograms obtained in the AP standing
position with right and left bending.

6. Scoliosis whether stable or unstable can be
judged by drawing a straight line from the
center of C7 to the center of the sacrum. If the
line does not cutthe center of the sacrum, itis
unstable.

Fig. 1A
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Fig. 1B Fig. 1C Fig. 1D

Figure 1 (A-D): Kypho-scoliosis. The AP radiograph (A) shows dorsal scoliosis with convexity to the left with a secondary curve in the lumbar spine along with gross
dorsal kyphosis (B). Cobb's angle is minimally decreased with left lateral bending (C) and increased with right lateral bending (D).
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